


COMMUNIQUE ISSUED AT THE END OF THE TENTH SUMMIT OF THE COMMITTEE OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT PARTICIPATING IN THE AFRICAN PEER REVIEW MECHANISM [APR FORUM], 31 JANUARY 2009, ADDIS ABABA, ETHIOPIA
Opening Ceremony

1.
The 10th Summit of the Committee of Heads of State and Government Participating in the African Peer Review Mechanism [APR Forum] was held on 31 January 2009 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  The Summit was chaired by H.E. Mr. Meles Zenawi, Prime Minister of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and Chairperson of the APR Forum.
2.
The following Heads of State and Government attended the Summit:

(i) H.E. Mr. Ahmed Ouyahia, Prime Minister of the Republic of Algeria;

(ii) H.E. Dr. Thomas Yayi Boni, President of the Republic of Benin;
(iii) H.E. Mr. Ismail Omar Guelleh, President of the Republic of Djibouti;
(iv) H.E. Mr. John D Mahama, Vice President of the Republic of Ghana;

(v) H.E. Mr. Meles Zenawi, Prime Minister of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and Chairperson of the APR Forum;
(vi) H.E. Mwai Kibaki, President of the Republic of Kenya;

(vii) H.E. Mr. Bingu Wa Mutharika , President of the Republic of Malawi;

(viii) H.E. Mr. Goodluck Jonathan, Vice President of the Republic of Nigeria;

(ix) H.E. Ernest Bai Koroma,President of the Republic of Sierra Leone;

(x) H.E. Mr. Omer Al-Bashir, President of the Republic of Sudan;

(xi) H.E. Mr. Kgalema Motlanthe, President of the Republic of South Africa;

(xii) H.E. Mr. Jakaya Kikwete, President of the Republic of Tanzania and Chairperson of the African Union; and
(xiii) H.E. Mr. Bernard Makuza, Prime Minister of Rwanda.
3. H.E. Mr. Erastus Mwencha, Deputy Chairperson of Commission of the African Union was also in attendance.  The Heads of State and Government of Angola, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Republic of Congo, Egypt, Gabon, Lesotho, Mali, Mauritius, Mozambique, Sao Tome & Principe, Senegal, Tanzania, Togo and Uganda were represented by Ministers and Senior Officials.  The Members of the African Peer Review Mechanism Panel of Eminent Persons [APR Panel] present were Prof. Adebayo Adedeji, Chairperson of the APR Panel, Prof. Mohamed Babes, Amb. Bethuel Kiplagat and Prof. Dorothy Njema.
4. H.E. Mr. Meles Zenawi, Chairperson of the APR Forum, in his welcome address, indicated that the objectives of the meeting were to consider the progress reports on the implementation of the National Programmes of Action [NPOAs] of Ghana, Rwanda, Kenya, Algeria, South Africa and Benin.  The Chairperson indicated that the value addition of the APRM in fostering governance and socio-economic development will be visible once the NPOAs are implemented.  He welcomed H.E. Mr. John Mills, President of Ghana as the new Member of the APR Forum and paid tribute to H.E. Mr. John Kufuor, former President of Ghana whose term of office ended in December 2008 for his leadership in the NEPAD and APRM processes.
5. Prof. Adebayo Adedeji, Chairperson of the APR Panel, in his progress report, provided an overview of the work programme noting that last year alone 4 reviews were undertaken compared to only 5 between 2003-2007.  This year three Country Review Missions [CRMs] are scheduled to Mozambique, Mauritius and Lesotho.  He urged participating countries to contribute to the mechanism.
6. The Chairperson of the APR Panel highlighted the need for more emphasis on corporate governance, which is part of the APRM focus areas, especially in the wake of the global financial crisis.  Prof. Adedeji thanked the APR Forum for its commitment to discuss the cross-cutting issues uncovered during the past review processes and holding an Extraordinary Summit in Cotonou, Benin in October 2008.

7. The Chairperson of the APR Forum invited H.E. Mr. Jakaya Kikwete, President of the Republic of Tanzania and Chairperson of the African Union to address the Summit.  President Kikwete thanked the Forum for its commitment towards the implementation of the mechanism.  He also thanked the Panel for the work done in the past five years and noted that the new phase is now the implementation of the NPOAs.  The Chairperson of the African Union also acknowledged that it was paramount to preserve the African ownership of the exercise.
Closed Session of the Summit

8. The Chairperson of the APR Forum opened the closed session of the Summit and invited all delegations not led by Heads of State and Government to leave the venue as the peer review is reserved for peers only.
Presentation of the Progress Report on the implementation of the Programme of Action (NPOA) of Ghana by H.E. Mr. John D Mahama, Vice President of the Republic of Ghana.
9. H.E. Mr. John Mahama, before starting his presentation, also thanked the former President of Ghana for his commitment towards the ideals of the APRM and indicated that the new administration will continue to further commit to the APRM.  The 3rd Annual progress report covered the period 2007-2008.  The Vice President reiterated the commitment of his government to implement the APRM nationally with new APRM centres are being established in the regions.  Ghana recommended that the APRM best practices should be shared with other countries.
10. The Forum noted that management of the presidential elections showcased the responsible handover of political power in the African continent.

Presentation of the Progress Report on the implementation of the Programme of Action (NPOA) of Rwanda by H.E. Mr. Bernard Makuza, Prime Minister of the Republic of Rwanda.
11. The Prime Minister of Rwanda highlighted some of the key developments in his reports such as the launch of the Economic Development and Poverty Reduction Strategy [EDPRS] of Rwanda which coincided with the implementation of the Rwanda NPOA.  He also stressed on women participation in decision making in Rwanda as confirmed by the last elections with 56% of parliamentary seats occupied by women up from 49%.  Another important new initiative, the “imihigo” which encouraged accountable and efficient public service delivery has been launched in Rwanda.  Rwanda believes that APRM can promote sharing African-based experience and best practices through such fora.  Rwanda wishes more countries to accede to the mechanism and those who have joined to start their respective exercises.
12. The APR Forum congratulated Rwanda for the report and made special note of novel initiative such as the “imhigo”.  The APR Forum noted that rural development requires the special effort for accelerated growth.  The improvement of land productivity is crucial and agricultural development should be given the highest attention.  Rwanda has a different approach to the management of diversity which holds especial relevance due to its recent history.
Progress Report on the implementation of the Programme of Action (NPOA) of Kenya by H.E. Mr. Mwai Kibaki, President of the Republic of Kenya
13. President Kibaki presented a synopsis of the progress report covering the period June 2006-January 2009.  Kenya faced especial challenges after the last presidential election and the post-election violence.  Kenya was not immune from the global financial crisis.  President Kibaki assured the Forum that the Grand Coalition government is working well and Kenya wishes to succeed in its implementation of the NPOA.
14. The Forum noted that Kenya is back at work after the post-election violence and congratulated the country for its candid report.

Progress Report on the implementation of the Programme of Action (NPOA) of Algeria by H.E. Ahmed Ouyahia, Prime Minister of Algeria

15. The Prime Minister of Algeria in his presentation indicated that the electoral processes held in Algeria after its peer review and similarly the next presidential elections will be held in total respect of democratic principles.  Judicial reform is ongoing so as to improve access to justice.  Algeria was one of the rare African countries to reach MDGs targets.  The government also aims to reduce the unemployment rate to less than 10% by 2010.  Algeria will continue to abide by all international protocols to combat gender discrimination and stress on higher productivity in all non-hydrocarbon sectors and the overall modernisation of the economy.

16. The Forum congratulated Algeria for the report and noted the anti-corruption efforts as well as efforts to decrease its reliance on hydrocarbons.
Progress Report on the implementation of the Programme of Action (NPOA) of South Africa by H.E. Mr. Kgalema Motlanthe, President of the Republic of South Africa

17. President Motlanthe presented the progress report covering the period November 2007- December 2008 and noted that this period coincides with the electoral mandate of the outgoing government.   Massive investments in infrastructure and transport systems are being made to ensure that South Africa successfully hosts the 2010 FIFA World Cup.

18. The Chairperson of the APR Forum congratulated President Motlanthe for the very brief and concise progress report.  He also hoped that South Africa could consider reviewing its black economic empowerment and affirmative action policies in light of their actual effectiveness in poverty alleviation and creating a fair society.

Progress Report on the implementation of the Programme of Action (NPOA) of Benin by H.E. Dr Thomas Yayi Boni, President of the Republic of Benin
19. President Boni Yayi presented his report and indicated that Benin has instituted a new 13 member all inclusive National APRM Commission.  Amongst others, Benin has been strengthening its judiciary and focussing on regional integration.  To institute patriotism, Benin has initiated compulsory military service.  Benin has lauched the electronic registration of voters to ensure transparent elections.  The President assured that Benin, under the supervision of the National Commission, will commit to the implementation of its NPOA.
20. The APR Forum congratulated President Boni Yayi for the excellent presentation and noted the main elements namely political stability, political pluralism and the fight against poverty.
Follow-up Actions on the NPOA Implementation
21. In the light of the above discussions and consideration of the progress in the implementation of the NPOAs, the following follow-up actions were agreed upon:

(i) GHANA – To look into regional disparities as in the case of Northern Ghana and the country’s dependence on foreign aid.
(ii) RWANDA – To review the evolving corporate governance environment in the country.
(iii) KENYA – The Lead Panellist, Dr. Graca Machel, will participate in the “Kenya We Want” Conference scheduled for 4-6 February 2009.  Thereafter, the Lead Panel Member will lead a small team to review the Democracy and Political Governance aspects especially in light of the post-election violence and the mediation efforts which yielded a coalition government.
(iv) ALGERIA – In light of the introduction of Focal Points at the ministerial and public institution levels, the Lead Panellist assisted with a small team is to review the national APRM institutional framework in Algeria.
(v) SOUTH AFRICA – The Panel is to work with the South Africa National Governing Council in re-examining the issues of violence against women and children and issues of migration and movement of people.
(vi) BENIN – The Panel having acknowledged the good start in the APRM process nationally would like to see an acceleration of the implementation of the NPOA.
Reconstitution of the APR Panel

22. The APR Forum mandated the Panel to come up with transparent procedures for appointing members of the Panel as well as modalities of designating the Chairperson at the next meeting of the APR Forum.  The Chairperson informed that the three outgoing Members from Algeria, Senegal and South Africa had to be replaced urgently and thus Prof. Mohamed Seghir Babes, the candidate proposed from Algeria as well as a candidate from Rwanda respectively have been confirmed as Members of the new Panel.  Regarding the third new Member proposed by South Africa, the Chairperson of the APR Forum informed that he will consult further with the President of South Africa to agree on a candidate.
23. The term of Professor Dorothy Njema, Dr. Graca Machel, Ambassador Bethuel Kiplagat was extended untill replacements are found by the APR Forum.

24. The term of the current Chairperson, Professor Adebayo Adedeji, was extended for one year.

Appreciation
25. The Chairperson thanked the Heads of State and Government who attended the Extraordinary Summit.  The APR Forum expressed its appreciation to the Government and People of Ethiopia for their hospitality and for the excellent arrangements they made to ensure the success of the Summit of the APR Forum.

ISSUED ON 31 JANUARY 2009 IN ADDIS ABABA, ETHIOPIA.
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